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My 
Background

● Born and raised in CA
● Grandparents speak 

Vietnamese at home
● 10 years of Vietnamese 

school, taught in junior year
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A Brief History of 
Vietnamese Text
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Vietnamese alphabet
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● Heavily influenced by Chinese rule
● 9th century
● All writings done in classical Chinese 

characters
● Still used in calligraphic banners for 

traditional occasions such as festivals, 
funerals, Lunar New Year (Tết), and 
weddings

Chữ Hán/Chữ Nho
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● Vietnamese writing system 
based on Chinese 
characters (logograms)

● Well-established by the 11th 
century

● Created new characters 
based off of chữ hán for 
Vietnamese words

● Not very popular, harder to 
learn

Chữ Nôm
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● Script used today
● Romanization of the Vietnamese writing 

system
● Developed by Portuguese missionaries in 

the 17th century
● During French colonial rule in the 20th 

century, became official writing system
● More direct and accessible than chữ nôm

Chữ Quốc Ngữ
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Chữ Quốc Ngữ
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Vietnamese Alphabet English Alphabet
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Accent Marks
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Examples
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Cảm ơn!

Thank you!
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